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Army Lt. Gen. Karl Eikenberry, commanding general of Combined Forces Command-Afghanistan, briefed reporters today at the Pentagon. Following are highlights.

Afghanistan Progress Significant, More Work to Do

· The U.S.-Coalition led mission in Afghanistan began in 2001 with two missions: (1) defeat al Qaeda and their Taliban allies (2) together with the Afghan people and the international community, help create the conditions in Afghanistan so international terrorism could not find support and sanctuary.

· Progress in Afghanistan is significant, but challenges remain. We are winning, but the war is not yet won. 

· The Coalition will continue to attack, disrupt and maintain pressure on al Qaeda and its associated movements. Afghan security forces are growing in strength and number; reconstruction projects are improving peoples’ lives.

NATO Role Expanding
· NATO’s command in Afghanistan – the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) -- will expand its areas of operation this summer from the northern and western parts of the country into the south. It is anticipated after that NATO will assume responsibility for all of Afghanistan.

· As the NATO-ISAF mission expands the United States, a NATO member, will remain the single largest contributor of troops and capability. We will maintain counterterrorism forces to strike al Qaeda, play a central role in training and equipping Afghan forces, and continue to contribute to Afghanistan’s reconstruction.

· NATO collectively will have a much larger presence on the ground in southern Afghanistan than we have now.

Rebuilding Afghanistan’s “Middle Ground”
· Both the Afghanistan government and the international community are increasing emphasis on non-military aspects of assisting Afghanistan, in particular, rebuilding the country’s “middle ground” – the part of society ravaged by three decades of warfare and terrorism.

· These efforts will focus on improving governance, the rule of law, economic infrastructure and social services.

· A recent poll shows 80 percent of Afghans see economic reconstruction, not security, as their No. 1 need. We will get more security dividends by helping the Afghan people build this middle ground of society.

Transition from International to Afghan Lead
· Afghanistan’s development also hinges on transitioning the country so it is in the lead in all aspects of the state. The Afghan National Army (ANA) and the Afghan National Police are growing in size and capability, and their progress showcases this transition. 

· President Karzai has successfully continued to improve the quality of the governors throughout Afghanistan in the past year, especially in the south.

Finding Cooperative Approaches to Fight International Terrorism
· Afghanistan, Pakistan and the international community are threatened by a common enemy, and are working to adopt a coordinated military approach to address the threat. Efforts include expanding communications, sharing information and increasing personal interaction at all command levels. 

Challenges
· Narcotrafficking and related government corruption could threaten the long-term viability of the Afghan state. Solving it requires a comprehensive approach, including law enforcement, eradication, public education and providing alternative livelihoods to farmers. The United States provides support such as intelligence and close air support. 

· Security in Afghanistan is uneven. It is better in the eastern sectors, where the army has conducted offensive operations and reconstruction projects. Compared with last year, there have been more violent incidents this spring in the south. Not all violence can be attributed to the Taliban; in the south, while there is a Taliban influence, there is also general crime, narcotrafficking and tribal fighting.

Force Levels
· Commanders will continue to consider all aspects of Afghanistan’s progress as they make any force change recommendations.

High-Value Targets
· The Coalition and our Afghan partner continue to strike at al Qaeda wherever we find it and will not rest until we find and capture or kill bin Laden. We have disrupted the middle leadership and some of the higher leadership, but the fight goes on. 

· We are working well with the Pakistan military and the Afghan military. The operational coordination in place along the border, such as communication and information sharing, is as good as it has ever been.

Enemy Has Changed Tactics
· The enemy has increased their use of improvised explosive devices (IEDs). There has also been an increase in suicide bombings, although while total numbers have increased, it is relative to a low baseline.

· Despite Taliban efforts to mask themselves, Coalition and Afghan National Army forces were able to find and defeat them last spring and summer. Now the enemy is more cautious about trying to mask themselves, and is resorting to IEDs and suicide bombers. They’re also trying to intimidate religious leaders and moderate tribal leaders who support the state of Afghanistan, and burning down schools. 

· Afghans voted in 2004 and 2005 for a new state. The enemy fears that the Afghan state is strengthening; they’re trying to stop the middle ground of the Afghan society from being rebuilt. 

Link: DoD transcript page; DoD’s Defend America Afghanistan web page; www.cfc-a.centcom.mil
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