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Full Name: 
Judith Mae Boyce

Designation/Rank:  Culinary Specialist Seaman

Status:  U.S. Navy, Active Duty

Hometown: Mount Olive, New Jersey

Current Command:
National Naval Medical center Bethesda MD

Previous commands:  
· USS Gunston Hall (LSD 44), Little Creek, Va.
· Personnel Support Detachment, Norfolk, Va.

Injury type:  
Traumatic Brain Injury

Date of injury:  
November 2008

Goals:
· To continue to be afforded the opportunities to cook for inspiring people.
· Continue my education in the culinary field.  
· To find success outside of the military once she transitions out of active service.

Warrior Games events:
· Archery (Recurve Open)
· Swimming: 50M Backstroke
· Track & Field: Shot Put Standing
· Sitting Volleyball

Culinary Specialist Seaman Judith Mae “Judi” Boyce

"Fear of a name increases fear of the thing itself.” - J. K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone

As a child that spent seven years in the New Jersey foster care and adoption system, CSSN Judi Boyce was looking for stability when she graduated high school in 2006. She found what she was looking for in the United States Navy. After completing boot camp at Great Lakes, she was assigned to the amphibious dock landing ship USS Gunston Hall (LSD 44) homeported at Little Creek, Va., and later with the Personnel Support Detachment, Norfolk, Va. While serving in the Navy she developed skills in her greatest passion – cooking.

In November 2008 CSSN Boyce began to experience severe headaches and blurred vision. It was a neurologist at Naval Medical Center Portsmouth, Va., that first indicated that she had suffered a stroke and may have a chronic disease of the brain. She was referred to National Naval Medical Center Bethesda, Md., where she was officially diagnosed with Moyamoya disease, a rare, progressive cerebrovascular disorder. In March of 2009 she underwent the first in a series of brain surgeries. 

Never to be one that is stopped by obstacles in her path, CSSN Boyce is looking forward to training for the Warrior Games. She has always been an athlete, while growing up it was her positive attitude and participation in sports that helped her find the inner strength to overcome personal adversity. She continued to use sports to give back to others; during high school she taught archery and riflery at Camp Speers-Eljabar YMCA. Training for the Warrior Games has provided her with an outlet to challenge herself and reaffirm that she controls her destiny, not the disease.
“Life has been filled with challenges, being sick is just another one to overcome.” Culinary Specialist Seaman Judith “Judi” Mae Boyce.



 (
Numquam Navigare Solus
Never to Sail Alone
)
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