Full Name: 
Michael William Savicki

Designation/Rank:  Ensign

Status: U.S. Navy, Retired

Hometown: 
Cornelius, North Carolina

Previous commands:  
· Recruit Training Command (RTC) Great Lakes, Ill.
· Naval Air Station Pensacola, Fla.

Injury type:  
Spinal Cord Injury at the C6,7 level sustained in a training related diving accident

Date of injury:  
Nov. 3, 1990

Current Occupation:
Freelance writer and wheelchair athlete

Goals:
To be inspired by and build a connection with other injured servicemen and women at the Warrior Games. To find a new energy to continue to compete in adaptive sports and be the best athlete and veteran I can be.

Warrior Games events:
· Track & Field: 400M
· Track & Field: 1500M
· Wheelchair Basketball

Ensign Michael “Mike” Savicki

"Do not go where the path may lead. Go instead where there is no path and leave a trail…” - Ralph Waldo Emerson


There are some dates in a person’s life that have special significance. For (ret.) Ensign Mike Savicki one of those dates is Nov. 3, 1990. On that day, shortly after beginning flight training with the U.S. Navy to become an F-14 fighter pilot, Savicki sustained a spinal cord injury from a dive into the waters off Pensacola Beach, Fla. His injury came just several months after he graduated from Tufts University and receiving the Outstanding Naval Aviation Candidate Award from the Navy Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) program at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 




Navy Safe Harbor


In the last nineteen years Savicki has accomplished more than most people do in a lifetime. He moved to North Carolina to pursue a Masters in Business Administration from the Fuqua School of Business at Duke University and became only the second student in a wheelchair to successfully complete the rigorous program. In 1994, after he delivered the commencement address to his graduating class, he moved to 



 (
Numquam Navigare Solus
Never to Sail Alone
)



1-877-746-8563			        safeharbor@navy.mil	     		 www.safeharbor.navy.mil
Charlotte, N.C. to begin work as a management consultant. In 1997 he left the corporate world to serve as deputy director of a sport non-profit before going in to business for himself as a writer in 2001. He has profiled top NASCAR drivers and professional athletes, politicians, actors, and comedians. He serves on the Board of directors of No Barriers USA (www.nobarriersusa.org) and is passionate about veteran issues. In early 2010, he married the girl of his dreams, Sarah Savicki. 
Selected athletic achievements:
· Featured nationally on a limited edition Cheerios box in 2009 honoring disabled veterans in sports
· 2009 Beach to Battleship Half Ironman - 2nd place PC athlete (first complete quad ever to finish the distance) 
· Winner - 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009 Boston Marathon Quad Wheelchair Division (17 time finisher) 
· Only person to ever finish the Boston Marathon both on foot and in a wheelchair
· Overall wheelchair winner – 1994, 2003-2007, 2009 Jacksonville Marathon
· National Veterans Wheelchair Games – 63 gold medals (1991-2009)
·  “Murderball” - Member of USQRA Quad Rugby Team and High Performance Training Program (2001-2003)
· 1st American to finish a marathon in the new millennium (Millennium Marathon, New Zealand, 1/1/00)
· Finisher of over 60 national and international marathons and half marathons
· US Navy veteran (Naval aviator) and life member PVA                                                                       
· Triathlete, skier, sailor, golfer, writer, photographer, aspiring drummer 
· College and semi-pro soccer player (Tufts University and Cape Cod Amateur Soccer League), 1987 - 1989
“Man must rise above the Earth - to the top of the atmosphere and beyond - for only thus will he understand the world in which he lives." – Socrates
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