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Subject: Neutralization Operations Overview 
 
Purpose: To provide partners an overview of the neutralization of Syrian chemical weapons (CW) by 
the United States in support of the OPCW-UN Joint Mission. 
 
Removal and Transportation: 
  
- Syria initiated limited movements of chemicals to the port of Latakia on 7 January 2014 for removal 
from Syria. 
 
- A Multinational Maritime Task Force comprised of forces from Denmark, Norway, Russia, China, 
the United Kingdom and Finland is positioned in the eastern Mediterranean Sea to provide secure 
transportation of chemicals to their ultimate destruction location. 
 
- The CAPE RAY departed Portsmouth, Virginia on 27 January 2014 for Rota, Spain where it will 
hold until called forward to Gioia Tauro, Italy.  CAPE RAY’s departure from Rota will be timed to 
link up with the Danish vessel loaded with the highest priority Syrian chemicals.  The timing of this is 
entirely dependent on Syria upholding its obligation to move the materials to the port of Latikia. 
  
- Following a successful transload operation in Italy, the vessels comprising the Maritime Task Force 
will make three deliveries. The Substance B, BB, and B Salts will be delivered to the United Kingdom. 
Finland will receive the Substance A and all organic industrial chemicals. The final shipment will be 
to the United States with the inorganic industrial chemicals. 
 
Neutralization at Sea (US): 
 
- With the mustard (HD) and DF chemicals onboard, CAPE RAY will depart to the international waters 
of the Mediterranean Sea to neutralize the chemicals using the Field Deployable Hydrolysis System 
(FDHS).  The U.S. Government is working with counterparts in the region to explain the safety of the 
operation to personnel and the maritime environment. 
 
- Before the operation begins, the CAPE RAY’s crew will conduct a pre-operations rehearsal to 
validate operational procedures. This is standard practice in all chemical demilitarization activities.  

 
- Neutralization will be conducted with numerous levels of safety measures in place to prevent the 
release of materials into the environment. These include, air monitoring, overpressure containment, 
personal and collective protection equipment, and hazardous materials response capabilities on board. 
 
- Operations are expected to take between 45 and 90 days, depending on weather and sea conditions. 
 
- Based on the length of the operation there may be a requirement for one Brief Stop for Fuel and 
Personnel (BSF/BSP). The U.S. will halt neutralization operations during such a stop for resupply and 
exchange of personnel.  
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- Security for the operation includes an embarked security detachment and surface escort from Italy to 
the neutralization location, throughout the neutralization process, and on to the delivery of effluent.  
 
- The operation – to include security – will be under the Command and Control of an embarked 
Commodore who reports to U.S. Naval Forces, Europe.  
  
CAPE RAY Effluent Destruction (Germany and Finland) 
 
-  Upon completion of neutralization, the CAPE RAY will deliver the resultant HD effluent to 
Germany and the resultant DF effluent and solid waste to Finland. 
   
 


