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The character of modem warfare has changed, and will continue to evolve. Technological 
advancements have led to remarkable military accomplishments that have direct bearing on 
battlefield success even though they entail less direct physical risk to our force. Extraordinary 
achievements of our Service men and women under these circumstances deserve distinct 
recognition. My predecessor Leon Panetta was acutely aware of how remotely piloted vehicle 
and cyber operators were directly and significantly impacting combat operations. He realized, as 
do I, that the extraordinary and meritorious achievements of our Service men and women who 
employ this technology deserve distinct recognition. I am grateful to him for initiating this effort. 

Based on the April9, 2013 recommendation ofthe Joint Chiefs of Staff, and concurred in 
by the Military Department Secretaries, I agree that such recognition is best accomplished 
through the creation of a distinguishing device that may be affixed to existing medals at various 
levels rather than through award of the DWM. I direct that within 90 days, final award criteria 
and the specifics of the distinguishing device, as referenced in the April 9 recommendations, be 
developed and presented to me for final approval. 

Utilizing a distinguishing device to recognize impacts on combat operations reserves our 
existing combat medals for those Service members who incur the physical risk and hardship of 
combat, perform valorous acts, are wounded in combat, or as a result of combat give their last 
full measure for our Nation. This memorandum supersedes the memorandum dated February 13, 
2013, that announced the creation of the DWM. 


